
PRESS RELEASE

CombiGene signs agreement with 
Cobra Biologics for production of 
candidate drug CG01

CombiGene AB (publ) (“CombiGene”), a leading Nordic gene therapy company, today signed an agreement 
with the Anglo-Swedish Contract Development and Manufacturing Organisation (CDMO) Cobra Biologics 
(“Cobra”) for production of candidate drug CG01. The production of CG01 will be of a quality required for 
early clinical trials. The agreement with Cobra consists of a Master Service Agreement which specifies 
the terms under which the two companies will collaborate. Initially, three separate contracts will be 
undertaken, specifically quality, production of plasmids and production of CG01. 

The Master Service Agreement that CombiGene has 
signed with Cobra includes manufacturing of CG01 for 
clinical studies as well as commercial production of a 
future, authority approved CG01 drug. This means that 
the agreement is very long-term in character and that 
CombiGene over time will make continuous investment 
within the scope of the agreement with Cobra.  
CombiGene will pay Cobra approximately SEK 1.5  
million in conjunction with the signing of the agree-
ment, a payment that is partly financed through the 
funds that CombiGene receives from Horizon 2020, 
EU’s Research and Innovation programme.

CombiGene have conducted a thorough assessment of 
a large number of potential CDMOs. Selection criteria 
have included, among others, Adeno Associated Virus 
(AAV) experience, technical expertise, capacity, price 
and ability to collaborate.

“I am very pleased that we 
have selected Cobra, as our 
manufacturing partner” 
says Karin Agerman, Chief 
Research and Development 
Officer at CombiGene. “The 
choice of a CDMO marks a 
significant milestone in the 
CG01 project and an impor-

tant step towards clinical studies. Cobra meets all of 
our selection criteria and has shown itself to be a com-
pany that responds quickly and is easy to collaborate 

with. Cobra’s roots can be traced back as far as 1963 and 
the company is very highly reputed, with operations in 
both the UK and Sweden. Our collaboration will now 
begin in earnest and we see potential for it to continue 
for many years to come.”

Peter Coleman, CEO at Cobra 
Biologics, comments: “For 
almost 20 years Cobra has 
been manufacturing DNA 
and viral vectors for its gene 
therapy customers and we 
are pleased to be involved 
in bringing CG01 closer to 
market. CombiGene has 

recognised our expertise and track record, and this pro-
ject fits perfectly into our newly expanded viral vector 
manufacturing facility which will soon be capable of 
commercial scale supply.”

Initially, Cobra will work with production of the plas-
mids required for production of CG01 and, concurrently, 
with the broad transfer of technology and methodology 
from the Cell and Gene Therapy Catapult. Thereafter, 
an Engineering Run will be initiated, whereby the entire 
production process will be tested. Material from this 
Engineering Run will be used in the toxicity and biodis-
tribution tests that are planned to start in 2020. 

Lund, October 14 2019

This information is information that CombiGene AB (publ) is obliged to make public pursuant to the EU Market Abuse Regulation. 
The information was submitted, by CEO Jan Nilsson, for publication on October 14 2019 at 08.30 CET.
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Please read MORE FROM THE COMPANY, a newsletter from 
CombiGene which contains general news and information 
that is judged not to have a significant effect on the share 
price. Other issues of MORE FROM THE COMPANY and press 
releases are available at www.combigene.com

For further information:
CombiGene AB (publ)
Jan Nilsson, CEO	 Arne Ferstad, Chairman of the board
Phone: +46 (0)704 66 31 63	 Phone: +447496526142	
jan.nilsson@combigene.com	 arne.ferstad@combigene.com
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About Cobra Biologics
Cobra Biologics is a leading international contract 
development and manufacturing organisation (CDMO) 
providing DNA, Viral Vectors and Microbiota for pre-
clinical, clinical and commercial supply. 

Cobra has two GMP approved facilities in Sweden and 
the UK, each with expertise tailored to serving our 
customers around the world. We offer a broad range 
of integrated and stand-alone contract development 
and manufacturing services for clinical trials and the 
commercial market.

As a trusted provider and a key partner in the drug 
development and commercialisation process, we 
take pride in our manufacturing excellence and 
comprehensive range of services to the pharmaceutical 
and biotech industries. 

For more information please visit:  
www.cobrabio.com

About CombiGene AB
CombiGene’s vision is to provide patients affected by 
severe life-altering diseases with the prospect of a 
better life through novel gene therapies. 

CombiGene’s business concept is to develop effective 
gene therapies for severe life-altering diseases where 
adequate treatment is currently lacking. Development 
assets are sourced from an external research network 
and developed to achieve clinical proof of concept. Drug 
candidates for common diseases will be co-developed 
and commercialized through strategic partnerships, 
while the company may manage this process on its own 
for drugs targeting niched patient populations. 

CG01 is CombiGene’s lead project, targeting pharmaco-
resistent focal epilepsy. Epilepsy is the fourth most 
common neurological disorder, affecting around 65 
million people worldwide, and is characterised by 
seizures, which are caused by the abnormal firing 
of neurons in the brain. CG01 uses AAV to deliver 
neuropeptide Y (NPY) and the Y2-receptor into brain 
cells, which has been able to prevent epileptic seizures 
in preclinical studies. 

The company is public and listed on the Swedish 
marketplace Nasdaq First North Growth Market and 
the company’s Certified Advisor is FNCA Sweden AB, 
+46 (0)852 80 03 99, info@fnca.se.  

For more information, please visit: 
www.combigene.com
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CombiGene’s lead project CG01 has received funding from the European Union’s  
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 823282


