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ASTar® evaluation begins at a US National Cancer Institute-designated 
cancer center

Q-linea AB (publ) (OMX: QLINEA) today announces the initiation of the first clinical evaluation 
of ASTar® at a National Cancer Institute (NCI) designated cancer center.

NCI recognizes centers around the country that meet rigorous standards for transdisciplinary, state-of-the-
art research focused on developing new and better approaches to preventing, diagnosing, and treating 
cancer. There are 72 NCI-designated cancer centers in the United States.

Rapid antibiotic susceptibility test results (AST) are especially critical for treatment of oncology patients 
with bacteremia. Approximately 1 in 5 cancer patients require hospitalization due to infection. Antimicrobial 
resistance in Gram-negative pathogens is approximately 1.5 times higher in cancer patients than in non-
cancer patients. The NCI-designated cancer center will be evaluating Q-linea’s Gram-negative positive blood 
culture panel.
 
Infection is the second leading cause of death in cancer patients. Loss of efficacy in antibiotics due to 
antibiotic resistance in bacteria is therefore an urgent threat. Each hospitalization due to febrile 
neutropenia after chemotherapy can cost upwards of $60,000.

Q-linea looks forward to the opportunity to improve the quality of care for oncology patients with Gram-
negative bacteremia by providing rapid AST results that will enable clinicians to reduce the time to optimal 
antimicrobial therapy. 
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About Q-linea

Q-linea’s rapid AST system, ASTar®, accelerates and simplifies the time-sensitive workflows faced during the 
treatment of patients with bloodstream infections and sepsis. Hospitals use ASTar to vastly reduce the time 
to optimal antimicrobial therapies and ensure that patients receive the correct treatments sooner — when 
time matters most. We are helping to create sustainable healthcare, now and in the future, and safeguard 
the effectiveness of antibiotics for generations to come.
Q-linea is headquartered in Uppsala, Sweden and has regional offices in Italy and the USA, with 
partnerships worldwide.
ASTar Instrument and ASTar BC G- Consumable kit are CE-IVD marked and FDA 510(k) cleared. For more 
information, please visit www.qlinea.com

Attachments

ASTar® evaluation begins at a US National Cancer Institute-designated cancer center

https://storage.mfn.se/3986280a-0b29-4be4-a6b4-e5c8dc64e766/astar-r-evaluation-begins-at-a-us-national-cancer-institute-designated-cancer-center.pdf

