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Cantargia Presents Promising Early Results with 
Nadunolimab in MDS and AML Ahead of ASH 2026
Cantargia AB (publ) (Nasdaq Stockholm: CANTA), a clinical-stage biotechnology 
company focused on antibody-based therapeutics targeting IL1RAP, today 
announced that an abstract with early results from the Phase 1b/2a trial of 
nadunolimab in higher-risk myelodysplastic syndromes (MDS) and adverse risk 
relapsed or refractory (R/R) acute myeloid leukemia (AML) has been published 
ahead of the American Society of Hematology (ASH) Annual Meeting. The 
investigator-initiated trial showed responses in 7 of 10 evaluable patients (70%) 
with higher-risk MDS treated with nadunolimab and azacitidine, and in 3 of 9 
evaluable patients (33%) with adverse-risk R/R AML treated with nadunolimab, 
azacitidine and venetoclax. The Phase 2a expansion is enrolling, with updated 
longer-term follow-up to be presented in an oral presentation at ASH in December 
2026.

“Higher-risk MDS and adverse-risk R/R AML remain among the most difficult blood cancers to 
treat, and outcomes with current therapies are poor,” said Hilde Steineger, CEO of Cantargia. 
“Seeing early responses in both diseases supports our view that IL1RAP is a relevant target in 
hematologic cancers as well as solid tumors, and we look forward to the updated data being 
presented in an oral presentation at ASH in December.”

The investigator-initiated Phase 1b/2a trial is led by Guillermo Garcia-Manero, M.D., at The 
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, with financial support from the U.S. 
Department of Defense. Nadunolimab is being evaluated in higher-risk MDS and adverse risk R
/R AML, with the recommended Phase 2 dose set at 2.5 mg/kg and enrollment expected to reach 
approximately 40 patients.

As of the June 30 2026 data cut-off, 22 patients had been enrolled, of whom 19 had completed at 
least one treatment cycle and were evaluable. In higher-risk MDS (nadunolimab plus azacitidine), 
the cohort included four patients with TP53 mutations and five with ASXL1 and/or RUNX1/GATA2 
mutations. Seven of 10 patients (70%) responded with different forms of complete remission, 

according to IWG 2023 , including two CR, two CRh, and three CRL. Two additional patients with 1

stable disease after the first cycle are continuing treatment.

In adverse-risk R/R AML (nadunolimab plus azacitidine and venetoclax), including three patients 
with MECOM rearrangement and one with a TP53 mutation, 3 of 9 patients (33%) responded, 

according to ELN 2017 , with one CR, one CRh and one MLFS. The patient who achieved CR 2

with partial hematologic recovery (CRh) had MECOM-rearranged AML and proceeded to stem 
cell transplantation, and a patient with secondary AML remains in CR.
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Of the grade 3 or 4 adverse events reported, only one, an infusion-related reaction, was 
considered likely related to nadunolimab. The three remaining grade 3 or 4 events were 
considered unlikely to be related.

The abstract is available on the ASH . Further details about the study are available at website
 (NCT06548230).ClinicalTrials.gov

1) Zeidan et al., Blood 2023;141(17):2047–2061. doi:10.1182/blood.2022018604.
2) Döhner et al., Blood 2017;129(4):424–447. doi:10.1182/blood-2016-08-733196.

For further information, please contact
Hilde Steineger, CEO
Telephone: +46 (0)46-275 62 60
E-mail: info@cantargia.com

This information is information that Cantargia is obliged to make public pursuant to the EU Market 
Abuse Regulation. The information was submitted for publication, through the agency of the 
contact persons set out above, at 2026-11-04 15:00 CET.

About Cantargia
Cantargia AB (publ), reg. no. 556791-6019, is a biotechnology company developing antibody-
based therapies for life-threatening diseases by targeting IL1RAP, a protein implicated in multiple 
cancer indications and inflammatory diseases. The Company’s lead program, nadunolimab, is in 
clinical development in multiple cancer indications including pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma, 
myelodysplastic syndrome, acute myeloid leukemia, and non-small cell lung cancer. In 
September 2025, Otsuka Pharmaceutical completed its acquisition of the Company’s second 
program, CAN10, which blocks IL1RAP signaling through a distinct mechanism and was 
developed for serious autoimmune and inflammatory diseases. CAN10 was discovered through 
CANxx, Cantargia’s antibody discovery engine, which is now advancing next-generation IL1RAP-
directed candidates, including bispecific antibodies and antibody-drug conjugates, in preclinical 
development.
 
Cantargia is listed on Nasdaq Stockholm (ticker: CANTA). More information about Cantargia is 
available at .https://cantargia.com

https://www.hematology.org/meetings/annual-meeting/abstracts
https://clinicaltrials.gov/study/NCT06548230
https://ashpublications.org/blood/article/141/17/2047/494297/Consensus-proposal-for-revised-International
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27895058/
mailto:info@cantargia.com
https://cantargia.com/en
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About nadunolimab (CAN04)
Nadunolimab is an antibody that binds strongly to its target IL1RAP and functions by inducing 
ADCC and blocking IL-1α and IL-1β signaling. Nadunolimab can thereby counteract the IL-1 
system which contributes to the immune suppressive tumor microenvironment and the 
development of resistance to chemotherapy. Nadunolimab has been investigated in multiple 
clinical trials; the phase I/IIa trial CANFOUR, , evaluated nadunolimab in NCT03267316
combination with standard chemotherapies in patients with pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma 
(PDAC) (gemcitabine/nab-paclitaxel) or non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) (platinum-based 
chemotherapies). Positive data show durable responses for combination therapy in 73 PDAC 
patients, resulting in a median iPFS of 7.2 months and median OS of 13.2 months. An even 
higher median OS of 14.2 months was observed in a subgroup of patients with high tumor levels 
of IL1RAP. Intriguing efficacy was observed in a small group of non-squamous NSCLC patients 
post PD(L)-1 therapy.
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