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First Gamma Knife Esprit patient resumes life as usual only days after brain surgery 
 
UK’s National Centre for Stereotactic Radiosurgery in Sheffield is first in the world to begin 
treating with Elekta’s latest Leksell Gamma Knife system 
 
STOCKHOLM – Derry Crighton, a father of three from Scotland, says the Elekta Esprit 
radiosurgery system used to treat his arteriovenous malformation (AVM), which is a tangled 
mass of blood vessels found in the brain, was a godsend. “It truly gives me hope,” he says. 
 
Derry was one of the first patients to be treated last week with the new Elekta Esprit, a Leksell 
Gamma Knife stereotactic radiosurgery (SRS) system, at the National Centre for Stereotactic 
Radiosurgery in Sheffield, UK. Just days after receiving the treatment, Derry was tending his 
garden, enjoying life again. He expects to resume his work as an arborist and tree surgeon next 
week. 
 
“Gamma Knife treatment is amazing because it is invisible and painless, and you are awake 
through the whole thing,” Derry says. During the first of two sessions to treat the AVM, the 
center in Sheffield used an earlier Gamma Knife model. From a patient perspective, he said the 
new machine, Esprit, was “far more comfortable and the process was smoother,” taking just an 
hour to complete. “One of the risks with open brain surgery instead of Gamma Knife was that I 
would have probably been blind in one eye, because of the AVM’s difficult location in my brain.” 
 
Julian Cahill, Consultant Neurosurgeon and Clinical Lead for the National Centre for 
Stereotactic Radiosurgery said: “Sheffield Teaching Hospitals is a world leader in pioneering 
Gamma Knife radiosurgery, and we are proud to be leading the way with the latest Gamma 
Knife technology which we are confident will enable a greater range of patients to receive 
treatment here in Sheffield.” 
 
Susanna Francke Rodau, Senior Vice President and Head of Neuro Solutions at Elekta, adds: 
“It seems only fitting that the Sheffield Centre, one of our first customers, should inaugurate 
clinical treatment with our newest system, Esprit. And it’s comforting to know that with this 
advanced Gamma Knife, its clinicians can treat the most challenging targets, while preserving 
the mind, the self, the life of the patient.” 
 
The Sheffield Centre for Stereotactic Radiosurgery has been using various Leksell Gamma 
Knife models since 1985, when it was the first in the United Kingdom, and only the third in the 
world, to treat patients with brain disease with the system. To date, it has treated more than 
15,000 patients. Elekta (EKTA-B.ST) launched Esprit in 2022. 
 
For more information, visit www.elekta.com/elekta-esprit  
 
Elekta Esprit is CE marked and FDA 510(k) cleared, with limited global availability. 
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For further information, please contact: 
Mattias Thorsson, Vice President, Head of Corporate Communications 
Tel: +46 70 865 8012, e-mail: Mattias.Thorsson@elekta.com   
Time zone: CET: Central European Time 
 
Raven Canzeri, Global Director, Media Relations 
Tel: +1 770-670-2524, e-mail: Raven.Canzeri@elekta.com  
Time zone: ET: Eastern Time 
 
About Elekta 
As a leader in precision radiation therapy, Elekta is committed to ensuring every patient has 
access to the best cancer care possible. We openly collaborate with customers to advance 
sustainable, outcome-driven and cost-efficient solutions to meet evolving patient needs, improve 
lives and bring hope to everyone dealing with cancer. To us, it's personal, and our global team 
of 4,700 employees combine passion, science, and imagination to profoundly change cancer 
care. We don’t just build technology, we build hope. Elekta is headquartered in Stockholm, 
Sweden, with offices in more than 40 countries and listed on Nasdaq Stockholm. For more 
information, visit elekta.com or follow @Elekta on Twitter. 
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