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PRECLINICAL DATA PRESENTED AT CIMT CONFIRM 
COMBINATION POTENTIAL OF VIDIDENCEL WITH CURRENT AND 
UPCOMING CML TREATMENTS

Mendus AB (“Mendus” publ; IMMU.ST), a biopharmaceutical company focused on 
immunotherapies for myeloid blood cancers, reports that it has presented preclinical 
data from its chronic myeloid leukemia (CML) program at the 23rd Association for 
Cancer Immunotherapy (CIMT) Annual Meeting, held May 11-13, 2026 in Mainz, 
Germany. The data demonstrate that vididencel can be combined with tyrosine kinase 
inhibitors (TKIs) used for the treatment of CML including asciminib, which belongs to a 
new class of TKIs known as allosteric inhibitors.

The research presented at CIMT confirms that vididencel can be combined with a broad range of 
TKIs used for the treatment of CML and that the immune-activating properties of vididencel are 
unaffected by asciminib. This supports the combination of vididencel with next-generation TKIs 
that belong to the class of allosteric inhibitors, also called STAMP (Specifically Targeting the ABL 
Myristoyl Pocket) inhibitors. This class of TKIs includes asciminib (sold under the brand name 
Scemblix) and several molecules in clinical development, such as TERN-701 and TGRX-678. The 
development of these and other potent next-generation TKIs is expected to result in more 
patients being positioned for treatment-free remission (TFR). Vididencel is developed as an 
active immunotherapy to prevent relapse caused by residual disease and improve TFR success.

“As a result of continued innovation in the treatment of CML, a growing number of patients will 
have the chance of reaching TFR eligibility,” said Prof. Tariq Mughal, Chief Medical and Scientific 
Officer of Mendus. “The preclinical data presented at CIMT indicate that vididencel is compatible 
with a broad range of TKIs including STAMP inhibitors, supporting our clinical strategy to support 
TFR attempts in combination with current and upcoming CML treatments.”

TFR, the ability to stop TKI treatment while maintaining disease control, is considered the 
ultimate therapeutic goal in CML but can only be achieved by a fraction of CML patients. Firstly, 
only patients with a sustained optimal response to TKI treatment, known as a deep molecular 
remission (DMR), are eligible for TFR attempts. Secondly, TFR outcomes are relatively 
unpredictable and limited by rising disease levels after discontinuation of TKI treatment, typically 
already within 6 months.

Mendus is currently advancing vididencel in chronic-phase CML patients with a suboptimal 
response to TKI therapy in the ongoing Phase 1b VITAL-CML trial, to establish safety, tolerability 
and the ability of vididencel to deepen molecular responses. Subject to positive initial data of the 
VITAL-CML trial, expected in the second half of 2026, the planned Phase 2a VITAL-TFR2 trial will 
assess the potential of vididencel to support TFR success in patients with a previously failed TFR 
attempt.
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For more information, please contact:
Erik Manting
Chief Executive Officer
E-mail: ir@mendus.com

About Mendus AB (publ)
Mendus is dedicated to changing the course of cancer treatment by addressing tumor recurrence 
and improving long-term survival for cancer patients, while preserving health and quality of life. 
We leverage our understanding of dendritic cell biology to develop an advanced clinical pipeline 
of immunotherapies that combine clinical efficacy with a benign safety profile. Based in Sweden 
and The Netherlands, Mendus is publicly traded on the Nasdaq Stockholm under the ticker IMMU.
ST. https://www.mendus.com/
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