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MENDUS SIGNS AGREEMENT WITH OLIVIA NEWTON-JOHN 
CANCER RESEARCH INSTITUTE TO EXPAND CLINICAL 
DEVELOPMENT OF VIDIDENCEL IN AML

Mendus AB ("Mendus" publ; IMMU. ST), a biopharmaceutical company focused on 
immunotherapies for myeloid blood cancers, today announced that it has entered into 
an agreement with the Olivia Newton-John Cancer Research Institute (ONJCRI), a 
leading Australian cancer research institute, to support the DIVA trial with the company’
s lead product vididencel in acute myeloid leukemia (AML).

The DIVA trial will evaluate vididencel as an immunotherapy in newly diagnosed AML patients 
treated with venetoclax and azacitidine (Ven+Aza). The trial is part of the updated clinical 
strategy communicated in the second half of 2025, which aims to position vididencel broadly as a 
post-remission therapy in AML to enable durable clinical remissions and improve long-term 
survival. The agreement with ONJCRI marks the formal start of the DIVA trial preparations, for 
which ONJCRI will act as sponsor and coordinator.

Mendus is currently studying vididencel in AML patients who have undergone intensive 
chemotherapy (IC), in the ADVANCE II single-agent Phase 2a trial and the AMLM22-CADENCE 
Phase 2b combination trial with oral azacitidine. To address the growing patient population 
treated with less intensive first-line therapy comprising Ven+Aza, Mendus is preparing the DIVA 
Phase 1b trial to evaluate vididencel as an immunotherapy in newly diagnosed AML patients who 
are ineligible for IC.

In elderly patients unfit for intensive chemotherapy, Ven+Aza has demonstrated significant 
improvements in overall survival compared to Aza alone. In addition, growing clinical evidence 
suggests favorable treatment outcomes with Ven+Aza versus IC in newly diagnosed fit AML 
patients, supporting adoption of Ven+Aza as a first-line treatment across AML patient 
populations. Safety and feasibility data from the DIVA trial will allow Mendus to position 
vididencel broadly in the evolving first-line treatment landscape driven by the clinical success of 
Ven+Aza. These data, combined with data from the ongoing trials in the post-IC setting and the 
evolution of the AML treatment landscape, will inform the optimal registration trial for vididencel.

The Phase 1b DIVA trial will enroll 24 patients and evaluate vididencel as a post-remission 
immunotherapy in newly diagnosed patients with AML treated with Ven+Aza. The trial will be 
conducted in Australia, where Mendus operates via its local subsidiary, Mendus Australia Pty Ltd, 
enabling access to attractive R&D tax incentives. The trial will be led by Prof. Andrew Wei (Peter 
MacCallum Cancer Centre, Melbourne, Australia), who also acts as principal investigator of the 
AMLM22-CADENCE trial sponsored by the Australasian Leukaemia and Lymphoma Group (ALLG). 
The DIVA trial is planned to commence mid-2026.
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For more information, please contact:
Erik Manting
Chief Executive Officer
E-mail: ir@mendus.com

About Mendus AB (publ)
Mendus is dedicated to changing the course of cancer treatment by addressing tumor recurrence 
and improving long-term survival for cancer patients, while preserving health and quality of life. 
We leverage our understanding of dendritic cell biology to develop an advanced clinical pipeline 
of immunotherapies that combine clinical efficacy with a benign safety profile. Based in Sweden 
and The Netherlands, Mendus is publicly traded on the Nasdaq Stockholm under the ticker IMMU.
ST. https://www.mendus.com/
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