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Q-linea announces first two US hospital systems’ clinical implementation 
of ASTar®

Q-linea AB (Publ) (OMX: QLINEA) announces the clinical implementation of the first US ASTar 
instruments at UI (University of Iowa) Health Care and a large healthcare system in Texas. UI Health 
Care adopts Q-linea ASTar system, extending statewide blood culture testing abilities to improve 
patient outcomes.

University of Iowa Health Care recently adopted the ASTar system, a rapid antibiotic susceptibility testing 
(AST) instrument, to expand the organization’s statewide blood culture testing abilities. Rapid AST allows 
health care providers to quickly identify the most effective antibiotics for treating bacterial infections, which 
can significantly improve patient outcomes and survival rates.

“We were early adopters of rapid phenotypic AST six years ago and it had a positive impact on improving 
outcomes for our septic patients: it greatly reduced length of time to optimal therapy, days on therapy, and 
length of stay,” says Bradley Ford, MD, PhD, the medical director of clinical microbiology at UI Health care. 
“We’re excited to implement this new generation of AST testing, which has enhanced testing capabilities 
and improved throughput.”

ASTar system has full automation and inoculum control, high instrument throughput with random-access 
testing, as well as a broad antibiotic panel and wide dilution ranges. The platform integrates directly with 
Epic’s electronic medical record system.

“UI Health Care now has a broader statewide reach, with multiple campuses and dozens of outreach 
locations throughout Iowa, making it critical we expand our ability to rapidly test blood cultures submitted 
to our laboratory,” says Ford. “The improved throughput of the ASTar system will allow us to better serve our 
growing patient population.”
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About Q-linea

Q-linea’s rapid AST system, ASTar®, accelerates and simplifies the time-sensitive workflows faced during the 
treatment of patients with bloodstream infections and sepsis. Hospitals use ASTar to vastly reduce the time 
to optimal antimicrobial therapies and ensure that patients receive the correct treatments sooner — when 
time matters most. We are helping to create sustainable healthcare, now and in the future, and safeguard 
the effectiveness of antibiotics for generations to come.
Q-linea is headquartered in Uppsala, Sweden and has regional offices in Italy and the USA, with 
partnerships worldwide.
ASTar Instrument and ASTar BC G- Consumable kit are CE-IVD marked and FDA 510(k) cleared. For more 
information, please visit www.qlinea.com
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